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Come let us return unto the Lord, for he hath torn and he auill heal us. 
Hos EA vi. 1. 


Milben the Moſt goeth forth againſt thine Encmics, then keep thee from 
every wicked Thing. Dur. xxiil. 9. 
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HE, author of the following ſermon com- 
poſed and preached it in hopes of ſtirring 
up the ungodly in his congregation to repent- 
ance, and of exciting the ſerious part of his 
audience to pray for this nation; that God 
might hear his people, and ſpare the land. 1: 
7s publiſhed with the ſame motives reſpecting 
the people in general of this kingdom. —The 
haſte with which it was compoſed, as the de- 
ſign might have been fruſtrated by delay, the 
author hopes will plead excuſe for the defefs 
and inaccuracies of it. And if it ſhall be the 
means of awakening any one to repentance, or 
F moving any to humiliation and prayer, he 
will have his reward. 
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And when the Lord ſaw that they Junk 
themſelves, the word of the Lord came to 
Shemaiah ſaying : They have humbled them- 
ſelves, therefore I will hot deſtroy them, 
but I will grant them” ſome deliverance, 
and my wrath ſhall not be poured out upon 


Jeruſalem by the hand of $h Hat. 


- 


upon Iſrael's forſaking of God, he is 
= pleaſed to ſend the King of Egypt 
againſt them. This circumſtance ſo affect- 
ed that rebellious people that. they hum- 
bled themſelves before him. For which 
reaſon the Almighty in ſome meaſure 
turned away his indignation, and would 0 
ſuffer his whole diſpleaſure to ariſe. Let us 
conſider the ſtory as it is here before us. 
And it came to paſs when Rehoboam had efta- 
bliſhed the kingdom and had ſtrengthened 
himſelf ; he forſook the law of the Lord and 
all Iſrael with him. And it came to paſs in 
the 5th year of King Reboboam that Shiſhak 
King 


| N this chapter we are informed that 
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Jon by the 


{1 
ung of Egypt came up againſt Feruſalem, be- 


"cauſe they had tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord, 


with twelve hundred charints and threeſcore 
thouſand horſemen, and the people were with- 
out number that came wth bim out of Egypt 
Ihe Lubims, 3 the Suktims. and the Ethiopi- 
ant. And he 608 tbe Fenced, cities Which 
a Zo JOE a; | comet to bo 5 . 
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Shiſhak, 225 aid unto them: "Thus Reich 
Lord, Je. have Jorſaken, me, aud, berg 5 
have J. 7 5 you in "the tan, "of $ p 905 
77 her hon the Princes of 27 and the King 
Bun e and they faid, the Herd 
Zi rightedus And when the Lord ae fl bat 
they I hut}: F the elbe, t exword of. the TS 
came to Ny bemdiah chin Ly hey have. bundled 
rhemfett des,, A 1 wrll not de ſtray them, 
but 1 2077 9 grant. them ſame. deli FVerance, a 
my wrath Lale, of be Put ed out upon Faru 
loud of et . The, ory 
before us s plainly teaches\u \theſo 1 two 150 
ſons: the one is, 15588 fe emies and 
calamities are the DIE es. of, 800d. which 
he makes uſe of te to. chalet ations for their 
fins: and the other, that the only way to 


eſcape 
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eſcape when dangers threaten, or to have 
calamities removed, when they are brought 
upon a land, is for the people to humble 
themſelves before God, and implore his 
mercy and deliverance. 


In diſcourſing therefore upon this ſub- 
ject I ſhall endeavour to prove theſe two 
things in the cleareft and fulleſt manner 
from the ſcriptures, and then make that 
application of the ſubject which our nati- 
onal ſituation at this juncture demands. 


1ſt. Iam to enquire into the cauſe of wars 
or any public calamities which come upon 
mankind. I obſerve that from my text 
they evidently appear to be ſcourges which 
God brings upon a land for the iniquity of 
thoſe who dwell therein. It is not to be 
queſtioned that there was no inquietude, 
unhappineſs, pain or ſorrow in the world 
before fin found admiſſion into it. Unin- 
terrupted felicity continued as long as in- 
nocence remained, but when guilt ſtained 
the human mind, then began human mi- 
ſery. Death was threatened in caſe of diſ- 
obedience, and under the word death were 
comprehended all the various and nu- 
-merous eyils incidental to man. But not 


%% 
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(8.1 
to inſiſt upon this, the truth of my firſt 


aſſertion is demonſtrable from the expreſs 


declatations of God. He continually af- 
firms when he brings theſe evils upon man- 
kind, that they are puniſhments of fin, the 
fruits of their own doings; and he likewiſe 
repeatedly threatens that he will puniſh in 
the ſame manner, if men will perſiſt in 
finning againſt him. In Ezek. xiv. Cala- 
mities are called his fore judgments, 2e n, 
ſaith God, 1 ſend my four fore judgments 
upon Feruſalem, the ſword and the famine, 
and the noiſome beaſt and the peſtilence. 
When he drowned the world except eight 
perſons ; Gen. vii. When he deſtroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities of 
the plain with fire from heaven; Gen. xix. 
And when he ſent the ſword againſt his 


people Iſrael, till at length they were con- 
ſumed as a nation, and ſcattered over all 


the carth ; he expreſsly tells us that all 
theſe evils or calamities came upon mankind 
becauſe of their ſins. See Iſa. xlii. 24, 25. 
Who gave Facob for a ſpoil and Iſrael to the 
robbers ? did not the Lord? he againſt whom 
we have ſinned 9 for they would not walk in 
his ways, neither were they obedient unto his 


lew. Therefore be hath poured upon them 


the 


1 


the fury of his anger, and the ſtrength of bat- 
tle, and it hath ſet them on fire round about, 
yet they knew it not, and it burned them, yet 
they laid it not to heart. In the charge 
which God often gives to his people, as in 
Levit. xviii. he tells them that the miſeries 
and deſtructions which came upon other 
nations, came upon them for their fins ; 
and he therefore cautions his people to 
avoid tranſgreſſion, that they may avoid 
calamity. .Defile not yourſelves in any of 
theſe things, for in all theſe things the nations 
are defiled which I caſt out before you. And 
the land is defiled, therefore I do viſit the 
iniquity therof upon it, and the land itſelf 
vomiteth out her inhabitants. Hence a gra- 
cious God likewiſe breathes out the moſt 
affectionate deſires that they would be obe- 
dient unto him. Deut. v. 29. OD that 
there were ſuch a heart in them that they would 
fear me and keep all my commandments alway, 
that it might be well with them and with 
their children for ever. And again Pf. Ixxx1. 
Oh that my people had hearkened, and Iſrael 
had walked in my ways, I ſhould ſoon have 
ſubdued their enemies, and turned my hand 
againſt cher adverſaries. It is evident then, 
my brethren, that public calamities are ei- 
B ther 
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ther brought upon nations by the immedi- 
ate hand of God as puniſhments for their 
{ins, or ſuffered to befall them in the courſe 
of his providence. And it may in like 
manner be proved, that private ſufterings 
and evils come upon us from the ſame 
cauſe. Sin is either directly or indirectly 
the cauſe of every evil; had there been no 
fin, it is evident there had been no ſorrow 
in the world. 


2. Iproceed in the ſecond place to conſider 
how theſe dangers or calamities may be 
avoided or removed. God hath a further 
defign in his judgments than mere ly to 
puniſh the oftender. A gracious Being 
does not arbitrarily inflict evil becauſe it is 
pleaſing to him to ſee his creatures miſera- 
ble. Vengeance is his ſtrange work, however 
he has predetermined not 79 clear the guilty, 
he welleth not the death of the ſinner, but 
that he ſhould turn from his way and live. 
He puniſhes therefore not only becauſe 
Juſtice demands it, but becauſe the proper 
exerciſe of juſtice is in effect mercy. A 


_ compaſſionate God intends that afflictions 


ſhould lead us to repentance, that repent- 
ance through his Son's mediation may be 
followed with ſafety. The apprehenſion 

of 
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of puniſhment ought to deter us from the 
commiſſion of fin, and melt our hearts 
when we have committed it. It hence ap- 
pears how dangers may be avoided, or diſ- 
treſſes removed, when by a people's wick- 
edneſs they hang over or fall upon a land. 
To turn to God by humiliation and re- 
pentance, is the way to turn aſide his 
wrath: I mean, in that way eſpecially in 
which repentance is acceptable, and in 
which mercy may be ſhewn conſiſtently 
with juſtice through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
If the people over whoſe head the dark 
cloud of deſtruction hangs, will only hum- 
ble themſelves before God becauſe of their 
inward corruption and many outward fins, 
implore his mercy thro' the bleſſed Jeſus, 
and thro” him return unto God in newneſs 
of life, then will the Lord turn from his 


fierce anger ; bid the avenging angel ſtop 


his hand, return and leave a bleſſing behind 
him. This is what I purpoſed ſecondly to 
prove, and this is demonſtrable allo from 
the uniform proceedings of God in times 
paſt, and from his repeated promiſes. If 
you look unto the prophecy of Jonah, you 
will there find God ſending his Prophet to 
Nineveh with this awful threatening ! I 


B 2 forty 
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Forty days Nineveh ſhall be deftroyed, And 


the King and the people humbled them- 
ſelves before God, and cried unto him, and 
turned from their evil works. And God 


ſaw their works, that they turned from their 


evil way, and God repented of the evil that 
he had ſaid he would do unto them, and he 
did it not. We have many inſtances of a 
like nature in the hiſtory of the Iſraelites, 
as you may ſee by reading over the book 
pf Judges. Nay ſo far is God pleaſed with 
an outward appearance of humiliation and 
repentance, that in the caſe of Ahab he 
withheld his judgments for a time, becauſe 
that wicked King, affected by the threat- 
ening of the Almighty, humbled himſelf 
before him. 1 Kings. xxi. And the word 
of the Lord came to Elijah the Tiſhbite ſay- 
ing, Seef thou how” Abab humbleth himſelf 
before me ? Becauſe he humbleth himſelf be- 


Fore me, I will not bring the evil in his days, 


but in his en s days will I bring the evil upon 
his houſe. In my text we have another re- 
markable inſtance, wherein God at the 
humiliation of the people turned away the 
ſword of the enemy, and the vengeance he 


had threatened. And the whole hiſtory of 


the bible abounds with ſuch inſtances. To 
what 


—— —— — 


1 

what God hath uniformly done, we may 
add what he has conſtantly promiſed. See 
2 Chron. vii. 13, 14. And the Lord ap- 
peared to Solomon by night and ſaid unto him, 
T have heard thy prayer, and have choſen 
this place to myfelf for an houſe of ſacrifice. 
VI ſhut up heaven that there be no rain, or 
FI commend the Locuſts to devour the land, 
or if IT ſend a. peſtilence among the people. If 
my people, which are called by my name, ſhall 
2 themſelyes and pray and ſeek my face, 
and turn from their wicked ways, then will 
T hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
fin, and will heal their land. I might here 
again produce a great number of promiſes 
to the ſame purpoſe, but there is one in 
Jeremiah xviii. ſo full, that we need no 
more. O houſe of Iſrael cannot I do with 
vo as this Potter, ſaith the Lord? Behold 
as the clay is in the Potter's hand, fo are ye 
in my hand, O houſe of Iſrael. At what 
inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation and 
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
pull down, and to deſtroy. If that nation 
againſt whom TI have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil which J 
thought to do unto them. And at what in- 

flant I ſoit ſpeak concerning a nation and 
concerning 
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concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant 
it. If it do evil in my fight, that it obey not 
my voice, then I will repent of the good 
wherewtth ] ſaid T would benefit them. From 
this paſſage alone it appears that righteouſ- 
neſs is the bulwark of a land, and ſin is 
the deſtruction of any people. It appears 
that it is their iniquity only which brings 


calamity upon a nation, that God makes 


uſe of the ſword or other inſtruments to 
puniſh the world ; and that if a nation by 
its iniquities hath provoked God to threaten 
it, the way to avert his wrath is to repent 
and turn unto him. This then 1s the duty 
of the people in general, but it may be 
aſked, ſuppoſe the thoughtleſs multitude 


of unregenerate ſinners will not lay theſe 


matters to heart, but ſtill go on in their 
wickedneſs, is there no method left to fave 
a guilty land from its enemies, or from the 


deſtruction that ſeems to hang over it ? To 
this I anſwer, there is one way left which 


has often ſucceeded, and therefore may 
ſucceed again. I mean for the people of 


God to ſtand in the gap, for thoſe that love 
the Lord Jeſus, and are converted by the 


power of his grace, to humble themſelves 


for theirown and the nation's ſins, and to im- 


plore 
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plore forgiveneſs and deliverance of God 
the father, by his ſon Jeſus Chriſt. If, 
my brethren, you again turn over the ſa- 
cred pages, you will not only perceive that 
this is their duty, but alſo that God hath 
often heard his people when pleading for 
a guilty nation, and ſpared a kingdom ora 
city for their ſakes. In Gen. xviii. how 
pathetically does Abraham plead for So- 


dom and the Cities of the Plain! 04 let 
nut she Lord be angry and I will fpeak, Ob- 


ſerve how graciouſly the Almighty hears 
his prayer. VI find ten righteous within 


be city, faith he, I will ſpare the city for 


the ten's ſake. Look into the 19th chapter, 
there you find a whole city ſpared at the 
prayer of Lot. Sce, faith God, I have ac- 
cepted thee concerning this thing alſo, that 1 
will not deſtroy this city for the which thou 
haſt ſpoken. In Dan. ix. the Prophet pleads 
earneſtly with God for wicked Jeruſalem, 
and the Lord from out of heaven regardeth 
him. O Lord, I beſeech thee, let thine an- 
ger and thy fury be turned away front thy 
city Jeruſalem, thy holy mountain, becauſe jor 
our ſins and for the iniquities of cur fathers, 
Feruſalem and thy people are become a re- 
proach.=O our God hear the prayer of A 


fervant 
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ſervant and his ſupplications, and cauſe thy 
face to ſhine upon thy ſanfuar for the Lord's 


ſabe. O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, O 
Lord hearken and do, defer not for thine own 


fake O my God, for thy city and ti people 


are called by thy name. How often did 
Moſes alone turn away the indignation of 
heaven from Iſrael when the Lord had ſaid, 


let me alone that I may conſume them in a mo- 


ment And in Ezek. xxii. it ſeems that 


God poured out his judgments ur a the 
nation, becauſe none ſtood to plead for it, 


and conſequently he might have ſpared it, 


if there had been a people to plead with 
him. JT ſought me a man among them, ſaith 
the Lord God, that ſhould make up the hedge, 
and ſtand in the gap before me, for the land 
that I ſhould not deſtroy it, but I found none. 
Therefore have I poured out my Indignation 
upon them—their own way have J recom- 


penſed upon their heads, ſaith the Lord Gad. 


Having now proved that fin is the ſource 
of all calamity, and that to repent and turn 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt unto God, is the way to 
ſafety and peace : It only remains that I 
apply the ſubject to the preſent ſituation 
of this kingdom. | 
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It is a matter of fact that we are now 
engaged in wer that we bave 1:8 many 
thouſands of our vountrymen by the (word, 
that the battle is come nc:ror unto us, and 
our et. Mes are greatly multiplied, tl! if 
18 become 1 mighty hoſt that cometh 
againſt us. It is a matter of tact, which, 
I think, no one will deny, that this nation 
is a wicked and an adulterous nation, & na- 
tion abounding with thoſe very vices, which, 
as Gegptls us in his word, brought down 
his judgments upon other people; ſuch as 
adultery, iwearing, drunkenneſs, defraud- 
ing, gambling, ſabbath-breaking, lying, 
and ſlandering. What part of this king- 
dom, what village, what corner is not 
ſtained with immoralities, or even the 


| groſſeſt vices? And is it not a matter of 


fact, O ſinner, I apnea! to thine own heart, 


I NOW bid thy conſcience ſt nde u 1 „d wit- 


neſs againſt thee, is it not a fact, hat 
many, even many in this congro 2", 
though called chriſtians, baptize:! in tie 
name of Jeius, and*brought up at t. Hot 
of the altar, are guty of theſe thin, 
You then are in part de cauſe of theic 
troubles. When you heat of hundreds 
falling in the field, cut down in the 
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meridian and vigour of life, and hurxied 
with their fins about them into eternity: 

When you hear of many aching hearts and 
weeping eyes on their account, of waves 
who are become widows, and children 
who are left fatherleſs and deſtitute. When 
you read of ſome, who for conſcience ſake 
to God and their lawful King, were ba- 
niſhed from their country and friends, 
leaving behind them their wives and chil- 
dren to the mercileſs fury of a mob, or the 
ſavage pity of ſoldiers hardened in blood: 
leaving, I fay, behind them, all they hold 
dear in the world, to fave a life made 
wretched by misfortunes. When you hear 


7 of fruitful countries laid waſte, and cities 


left without inhabitant, let each of you re- 
flect, it is fin that whets the ſword of the 
deſtroyer, and I have ſinned againſt God. 


Nay, let each conſider whilſt theſe things 


are fo what have we to expect! Can we 
expect that God will fight for us ? Ah no, 
how can he fight for ſinners ? But if he be 


againſt us, who can be for us? Our enemies 
are powerful, and they are enemies by re- 
ligion, the worſt enemies of all. He, my 
brethren, amongſi them that Rilleth you, will 
think that he doeth God ſervice. Oh weigh. 


well 


| 


( 19 ) 
well your ſtate, The victory is God's: 
And ſhould he give it unto them: your 
peace, your happineſs in this world is 
over. All you have is gone. Vour poſſeſ- 
ſions will belong ſoon to another maſter. 
You yourſelves muſt be ſlaves. Liberty, 
property and religion are no more. Your 
wives are torn from you, and your children 


murthered. Ah pity the dear offspring 


of your bowels, thoſe pledges of connubial 
love. Pity the wives of your boſom: Pity 
yourſelves. Could you ſee all torn from 
you and given to another, and could you 
bear the iron ſervitude of him that had 
plundered you of all ? You would no lon- 
ger fit to hear the joyful ſound of the goſ- 
pel : The bleſſed book of God would not 
be allowed you. Your privileges, mcet- 
ings for prayer and praiſe, ordinances and 
means of grace, would be at an end; and 
to compleat all, you muſt forſake your re- 
deemer, quit the Z7ruth as it is in Jeſus, 
follow the man of ſin, and periſh from the 
right way for ever, or prepare for ſwords 
and wracks and flames, inhuman tortures 


and cruel death. Happy as you have long 


been under the beſt of Kings, and the belt 
government in the world, and long accut- 
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( 20 ) 
tomed to all the bleſſings of plenty and of 
pe, you may not imagine ſuch dreadful 
calamities to be ſo near. But open your 
eyes: what nation hath not, when it be- 


came wicked, ſuffered ſuch things? The 


ſun in his courſe hath often looked upon 


ſuch ſcenes in this very land. This coun- 
try hath repeatedly felt them, and it may 
feel them. again. The fame cauſe uni- 
formly produces the ſame effect. Could 
] call a Cranmer, a Baxter, or a Bradford 
from the dead, to tell what befel this 
kingdom in his day, methinks the ſpirit, 
if ipirits were viſible to mortal eyes, would 
{een to weep, and filent forrow would fit 
on his faded cheek : Our fins, my bre- 
thicn, are of a peculiar magnitude. We 
fin againſt light and knowledge. With 
the bible i in our hands we break its pre- 
cepts. Lruugit up under the goſpel, our 


crimes arc the crimes of heathens. Bleſt 


with all the mercies of providence and 
grace, too many batcly, unjuſtly, ungrate- 
fully, and 1 will add in contempt of God, 
a government under which they are 
„t worthy to live. With theſe aggrava- 
tions of guilt, what are we to ex pect if we 
till continue to provoke patient but long 

inſulted 


( 21 ) 
inſulted heaven? I beſeech you, my bre- 
thren, awake. Look well at the dark 
cloud that hangs over you, and the ſword 
which glitters from the ſcabbard and thirſts 
for your blood. Repent of your fins againſt 
God and your King. Let the giddy noiſe 
of diverſion ceaſe; forſake your vanities : 
confeſs your original corruption, the fad 
fountain of every evil, your fall from righ- 
teouſneſs, your loſs of God's image, your 
pollution of every faculty of the foul, and 
your deſert of eternal death : Lament all 
your actual ſins, ſins of omiſſion and com- 


miſſion, ſins of thought, word and deed : 


Humble yourſelves alſo for the wickedneſs 
of the land, a land more bleſſed than Iſ- 
rael, yet more wicked, in ſome of its. in- 
habitants, than Sodom : Return unto God 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, implore the di- 


vine mercy thro' his mediation, and begin 


a new life. Then will the Lord turn from 


his fierce anger, diſpel the dark cloud that 
is gathered above us, and ſcatter your ene- 
mies as he did the army of Sennacherib 
King of Aſſyria, when the King and peo- 
ple of Iſrael prayed againſt him. Iſa. xxxvii. 


Let me then now, brethren, obtain this 
requeſt before I depart. Let him that 
ſware 
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„„ 
ware, ſwear no more; let him that was u 
beaſtly drunkard, be drunk no more; let 
the unclean perſon be unclean no more; 
but let each who has not yet repented and 
ſought for mercy from God the father thro' 
the mediation of his fon our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, return to the Lord that he may have 
mercy upon him, and to our God that he may 
abundantly pardon. 


T have hitherto ſpoken to the congrega- 
tion in general, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, I cannot tell. It 
is to be feared that many will not regard a 
preacher's voice. The nation in general, 
it muſt be confeſſed, hath yet paid little 
regard either to the intreaties of the pulpit, 
or to the judgments of God. They have 
not leſſened their vices, follies or pleaſures. 
I think there is yet too much reaſon to ſay, 
He that was unjuſt, is unjuſt fill; and be 
that was filthy, 1s filthy till. The greater 
part of this congregation it may be, (oh that 
God would forbid it,) will go on in the ſame 
manner. What then muſt be done? Are 
there none to ſtand in the gap? None who 
will ſigh and weep for the abominations of 
the land? None who have the mark in their 


forchead ? If you look into Ezek ix. you 
will 
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will find a viſion which the Prophet had. 
God commands fix men to go with de- 
ſtroying weapons thro' the city Jeruſalem 
and deſtroy it. But the Prophet ſaw one 
of the fix. with an inkhorn in his hand : 
And the Lord faid to him, Go thou firſt 
and mark on the forehead all that ſigh and 
cry for the abominations of the city. Then 
ſaid he to the other five, follow him and flay 
utterly old and young, maids and little chil- 
dren, only come not near any nian upon 
o hom is the mark, God be praifed many 
thouſands in this nation, no doubt, have 
this mark, They love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt and keephis commandments. Theſe 
then are they to whom we muſt look. And 
many ſuch, I am perſuaded, are in this 
congregation before me. You, brethren, 
know that the Lord reigneth, that he ruleth 
in the armies of heaven, and doeth what he 
will upon the earth, and none can ſlay his 
hand, or ſay what doeſt thou? You believe 
that he puniſhes nations for their wicked- 
neſs, and turns away his wrath from thoſe 


that repent. You know that war, famine _ 


and peſtilence, are his ſore judgments : 
And you know how to value the bleſſings 
which we in this yet protected and happy 
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nation enjoy. But at the ſame time you 
are ſenſible of our fins and danger. I call 
then in the laſt place upon you to ſtand 
forth and plead - with God for this land. 

Plead in the name of Chriſt : humble 
yourſelves for your own fins, and for the 
fins of the nation, and cry mightily unto 
God for our gracious King and all ſubor- 
dinate governors, for the church and ſtate, 
for the miniſters, magiſtrates, and com- 
mon people of the land, that we may all. 
behave as we ought to God, and live in 
chriſtian love one with another. Pray that 
God. would cauſe the ſword to be ſheath- 
ed: that he would forgive our enemies, 
go with our fleets and armies, and reſtore 
to us all the bleſſings of peace. 


Many ſerious clergy, and others fearing 
God in this kingdom, have agreed together. 
to retire every Sunday evening whilſt the 
war continues, to their cloſets . for this 
purpoſe. Do you, my friends, join with 
them. And may God Almighty hear from 
heaven and forgive. And may this nation 
become a nation fearing him and working 
righteouſneſs though the influence of his 
ſpirit, and the interceſſion of his Son our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 10 FE 39 
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